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Honors American History I 2017-2018

Contact Information:

Email: Dennyj@gcsnc.com (for now)
Phone: 336.643.8449 
Room #: 220
Course Overview: 

American History I: The Founding Principles will begin with the European exploration of the new world through Reconstruction. Students will examine the historical and intellectual origins of the United States from European exploration and colonial settlement to the Revolutionary and Constitutional eras. Students will learn about the important political and economic factors that contributed to the development of colonial America and the outbreak of the American Revolution as well as the consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the U.S. Constitution. American History I: The Founding Principles will guide students as they study the establishment of political parties, America’s westward expansion, the growth of sectional conflict, how that sectional conflict led to the Civil War, and the consequences of the Civil War, including Reconstruction.
Course Schedule: 

This course will be broken up into 8 major units. The units are as follows: 

Historical Skills

1. Exploration and Colonization
2. American Revolution
3. Formation of American Government
4. Forging an American Identity
5. The Great Divide
6. The Civil War
7. Reconstruction
Provided Text: 

Lapsansky-Werner, Levy, Roberts, and Taylor. United States History, Boston: Prentice Hall, 2009. 
Supplies: 

· 2 inch 3 ring binder (for this class only). You will need to keep all handouts and all notes. This will come in handy when the time comes to study for the midterm and cumulative final exam. 
· loose leaf paper

· pencils and/or pens, highlighter 
· flash drive 
My Website: 

My website should be something that you become very familiar with. I will post important assignments, due dates, review materials, and helpful links throughout the year. You can access my faculty page by going to the Northern website, staff, social studies department, Jamie Denny (soon to be Nosek)
General Expectations/Classroom Rules:
 

1. Be on time- please take care of bathroom, water, and grooming needs before class

2. Show respect for yourself, classmates, and teacher 

3. Be prepared: you need the right attitude, an open mind, and the right materials 

4. Be responsible; keep up with your assignments. (late work will be penalized- see pg. 2) 

5. No food or drink in the classroom- you may have water only
6. Stay organized 

7. Communication: ask questions if things are unclear. If you at any point are struggling please let me know!
8. NO CELL PHONES/ELECTRONICS- unless you have been given permission

Grading Policy:
 

1. Test and Projects: 50% 

2. Quizzes: 30%
3. Classwork and Homework: 20%
GCS Grade Distribution:
· 1st quarter 20%

· 2nd quarter 20%

· 3rd quarter 20%

· 4th quarter 20%

· Final exam 20%

Other types of assignments you will have throughout the year: 
- DBQs (Document Based Questions)

Students will be required to analyze various primary source documents and make connections between the different items. These will be formal written assessments that will be used throughout the year.  A major portion of understanding our government and the policies they make is examining how the people interpret their meaning.  

Warm-ups
Most days when you come in to class there will be some type of warm up. Warm-ups may be in the form of a handout but most times warm-ups will be questions posted on the board. I expect you to enter the classroom and get started on the warm-up immediately. 

Class Discussions and Primary Source Analysis 

I’ll give you lots of articles, readings, and primary sources to respond to in class.  You must read these articles in order to participate in class discussions.  Question on these articles and various readings will be included on tests and quizzes. 
Projects

Almost every unit will be supplemented with a project that we will work on throughout the entire unit. Some projects will be done individually; others will be completed in collaborative learning groups. Projects will count as test grades, unless otherwise stated. 
Free Response Questions/Essays

Free response questions will be in response to various documents and readings. FRQs will also be present on tests and quizzes. 
Social Studies Department Protocol
CRE Policy: 
We will follow the NGHS school-wide testing policy, which states there are no retests. However, for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarters a CRE (cumulative review exam) will be offered. The test will cover material from the entire quarter and will replace your lowest test grade. There is no option for retakes on quizzes and/or project grades.
Make-up Work and Test Policy:

If students are absent, please contact your child’s teacher to receive assignments.  We can email most assignments to avoid having a large amount of make-up work.  All make-up assignments, quizzes, and tests are to be made up within ONE WEEK of the student returning to school, unless other arrangements have been made with the teacher. Failure to turn in missing assignments will result in a zero for a grade.  (Special arrangements can be made for extended absences)

	Day(s) late
	Highest possible pts.

	1
	85

	2
	70

	3
	55

	4 or more
	Highest- 50


Late work policy:

Please remember that in order to be prepared for class you need to complete assignments on time.  Point deductions for late work are in the chart to the right. This does not apply to students who are absent. If student is absent the day an assignment is due the work will not be counted late but the assignment must be turned in the day they return to school to avoid late penalties. If you are absent the day before an exam you will be expected to take the exam the day you return. 
Final Exam:

The American I final exam will be a cumulative exam administered by the state of N.C. More details about the amount of questions you will be given will be provided for you later in the year.  
Absences: 
An absence (excused/unexcused) does not excuse you from making up work that you missed.  If students miss more than 3 days per 9 weeks students will need to make up 30 minutes for each additional absence. Make up time should be made up as soon as possible. If time has not been made up by the end of the 9 weeks your grade will be replaced with an F. 

Respect: 
Respect is very important to my class.  At times we discuss controversial issues with a wide array of viewpoints and beliefs.  The rule to remember here is that you DO NOT have to agree with me or anyone else in class, but you may NOT disrespect someone because he or she sees things differently.  


Please complete and return by the second day of school.

Attention Parents!!! PLEASE READ

 

In American History there are always class debates and discussions on the issues that we as Americans have faced.  Some of the issues can be controversial, such as immigration, war, or religion.  First and foremost, I will never tell your child what to believe.  That is up to them to decide.  I am always willing to accept that we all can agree to disagree as long as it is done respectfully.  My role is a facilitator who provides information from both sides.  

I look forward to meeting you.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions, concerns, or comments.  You play a vital role in the success of your child in Honors American History.  Please sign off that you have read through the syllabus with your child. The syllabus can be found on my website under the ‘syllabus/class info’ tab. Also, please provide your contact information. Thank you and I look forward to having a great year.

Thank You! 

Jamie (Denny) Nosek
Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

Parent/Legal Guardian 1 (Please Print Name) :________________________________________

Relationship to Student:________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________ 


Phone:  (Home) __________________________________



   (Cell)____________________________________


Parent/Legal Guardian 2 (Please Print Name) :________________________________________

Relationship to Student:________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________ 


Phone:  (Home) __________________________________



   (Cell)____________________________________

*** Please sign below stating that you acknowledge and understand the expectations and requirements of this course as outlined in the syllabus.

Student Signature: ________________________________

Parent/ Legal Guardian Signature: ________________________________
Tutoring times:


Monday afternoon 


Thursday mornings


Or by appointment  





The social studies department assigned testing days are Wednesday and Friday





The social studies department assigned testing days are Wednesday and Friday





There is no extra credit offered under any circumstances. Students will be presented with ways to improve their grade through the CRE and completion of assignments.





The social studies department assigned testing days are Wednesday and Friday








The social studies department assigned testing days are Wednesday and Friday








Student Name: 	Last:______________________First:___________________











